
Summer Reading for students entering English 10H

Often, authors’ themes are left for the reader to ascertain. Yet outside of the confines of the novel, William
Golding, the author of Lord of the Flies, reveals his theme to the reader on his own terms, identifying that
which he was seeking to convey through the narrative.

In the second half of the summer, read William Golding’s Lord of the Flies. Then, take his self-stated theme,
which is provided below, into consideration, focusing on how Golding’s use of literary devices seeks to
convey this theme.

When you arrive for the first day of class, have an outline completed and submitted on Classroom for an
upcoming, timed essay in which you discuss how Golding’s use of at least two literary devices conveys his
stated theme. The outline has been provided for you, and should be completed to the best of your ability with
specific and relevant analysis and evidence from the text. Remember, you are not providing commentary on
the theme; we will discuss that in class. You are looking at how an author supports their theme.

Golding’s theme:

"The theme is an attempt to trace the defects of society to the defects of human nature. The moral
is that the shape of a society must depend on the ethical nature of the individual and not on any
political system, however apparently logical or respectable."

If you have any questions, about the assignment or the text, please feel free to contact me: sfreese@hvrhs.org

mailto:sfreese@hvrhs.org


Essay Outline

Topic
This is the subject
about which you will
be writing in the essay.
Be sure to include the
author’s name and the
title of the novel.

Hook
This is the means by
which you will capture
the reader’s attention.

Context
This is background
information about the
author, the time period
in which the book was
written, the literary
movement it
represents, etc.

Thesis/Claim
This is the idea that
you will be illustrating
for essay readers.  It
should not be a simple
fact, but instead an
interpretation that
requires elaboration to
be proven true.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b3PRvbRaQR8cZK76VZKSeP2VMWEkqaoBPgPLqxv3RNQ/edit?usp=sharing


Body Paragraph #1 - Topic
Sentence
In a single sentence, identify the
specific focus of your first body
paragraph and explain how it works
to support the claim/thesis you are
illustrating.

Body Paragraph #1 - Textual
Support
Identify quotations and literary
techniques (i.e. symbolism,
metaphor, allusion) the author
incorporated into the story that can
be used to support the idea
expressed in this paragraph’s topic
sentence.  Cite quotations and
paraphrases of other people’s ideas
using the MLA format.

Body Paragraph #2 - Topic
Sentence
In a single sentence, identify the
specific focus of your second body
paragraph and explain how it works
to support the claim/thesis you are
illustrating.

Body Paragraph #2 - Textual
Support
Identify quotations and literary
techniques (i.e. symbolism,
metaphor, allusion) the author
incorporated into the story that can
be used to support the idea
expressed in this paragraph’s topic
sentence.  Cite quotations and
paraphrases of other people’s ideas
using the MLA format.



Body Paragraph #3 - Topic
Sentence
In a single sentence, identify the
specific focus of your third body
paragraph and explain how it works
to support the claim/thesis you are
illustrating.

Body Paragraph #3 - Textual
Support
Identify quotations and literary
techniques (i.e. symbolism,
metaphor, allusion) the author
incorporated into the story that can
be used to support the idea
expressed in this paragraph’s topic
sentence.  Cite quotations and
paraphrases of other people’s ideas
using the MLA format.

Conclusion
The conclusion of an essay seeks to
both restate your thesis and
argument in your essay and to
discuss the broader implications of
your thesis. In other words, it is your
final opportunity to explain to
readers why your topic is still
relevant today.


