
 
 
 

 

 
Organization information:  
Name: Patrice Gans, Founder/Executive Director 

Random Hacks of Kindness Junior (RHoK Jr) 
Website: www.rhokjr.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/RHoKJr 
Twitter: @RHoKJr 
 
Mission : 
The mission of RHoK Jr is to expose students (4-8th graders) to using technology for social 
good.  We do this by pairing the students, in groups of four, with CS Mentors (high school 
students, teachers, CS Professionals) and local community nonprofits to create a prototype 
smartphone app based on the nonprofits needs and specifications.  A nonprofit representative 
attends the event and participates in the brainstorming and design process. 
 
The Event/”Hackathon”: 
The hackathon lasts approximately 7-8 hours. The hackathons take place on a weekend, 
usually Saturday, with one event being held on a Sunday, at different locations around the state 
of CT.  During the event, the mentor guides the students through the App Design process, 
starting with brainstorming, screen layout and design, coding, testing and presenting.  
 
The Role of the Mentor: 
The mentor works with 3-5 students and a nonprofit.  They make sure that the students are 
engaged during the day.  In addition, the mentor’s job is to make sure that all students are 
heard, engaged, and working together to form a cohesive team.  The main goal of the event  is 
to show kids that coding is not difficult, it's fun, and that if you learn to code you can change, 
influence, and help the world! 
 
Mentor Training: 
Mentor training materials are available online.  In person training at the event site (and virtual 
training) is available prior to each “hackathon”.  Participation in training is recommended for all 
first time mentors.  Training includes overview of the mentors role, brainstorming techniques, 
and an overview of App Inventor. 
 
App Development: 
The app is designed in MIT App Inventor.  Each mentor needs to be familiar with this 
programming language.  There are tutorials online to help with that process.  Mentors are not 
expected to be App Inventor experts; their primary role is to guide the students through the 
coding process, while the students do the actual coding.  The goal is NOT to create a completed 
App, but more importantly to learn about the overall design process and the potential that 
technology has to make a difference.  
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