
 

 

 
 

This summer Housatonic Valley Regional High School is offering two mini-courses designed for 

incoming 9th graders. The courses (descriptions shown below) are foundational in nature and designed 

to sharpen fundamental skills in math and writing. Here are the details: 

 

Place:   HVRHS room 136 for Writing Skills; room 121 for Math Skills 

 

Dates & Times:    

   

 

 

 

A final assessment will be given in each of the mini-course on the final day. 

 

Cost:  $20 per week for one course. $30 per week for two courses. Cash or check (make payable to 

HVRHS) should be brought to the HVRHS main office on or before August 1st.  Financial 

assistance can be arranged by contacting Dr. Jose Martinez, Principal of the high school.   

 

Enrollment: Students must be enrolled by August 1st. Earlier enrollments are encouraged. Enrollment 

can be for one week or both weeks. 

 

Writing Skills: Serves as an introduction to the writing skills and concepts outlined in the Common 

Core State Standards, which are necessary for the study of English Language Arts at the high school 

level and beyond. These two weeks will allow students to gain experience with using a variety of 

evidence-based writing strategies, designed to teach students how to gather information, evaluate 

sources, and cite material accurately in a clear and persuasive manner. Students will practice writing 

clear, guiding thesis statements, developing in-depth, cohesive paragraphs, and formatting an essay per 

MLA guidelines. Students will focus on writing arguments to support claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, and produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.   

 

Math Skills: Success in high school math requires students to have mastered the basic mathematical 

operations studied in middle school and to be able to use those operations fluently.  Specifically, students 

who enter high school math classes are expected to be able to compute fluently with integers, fractions, 

decimals, and percents.  Students who have not yet mastered these important skills or who cannot 

compute fluently and who wish to be placed in Algebra 1 would benefit from our new two-week summer 

intensive math boot camp.  During these 8 class sessions, students will work independently, in small 

groups, and in large groups to continue the development of their basic skills.  A variety of hands-on 

activities, including a number of games, will be used to help students develop the confidence to be 

successful in Algebra 1.   
 

Respectfully, 

 

José Martinez 

Date English Math 

Aug 8-11 8:30 - 10:10 10:20 - 12:00 

Aug 15-18 10:20 - 12:00 8:30 - 10:10 


