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Overview

• Introduction

• NEASC Accreditation Process

• Common Core State Standards

• Open Discussion – What’s working well? & What’s not 
working well?

• Refreshments



Introduction

Education

Chemist – 3 years

Teaching experience – 26 years

Administrative experience – 17 years

Unique opportunities in education: ZIS, 
teaching videos, conference presenter



NEASC

What is NEASC (New England Association of Schools and Colleges) 
accreditation and why is it important? 

NEASC is a private, non-profit, regional accrediting association that 
offer programs and services which monitor school performance and 
school improvement efforts.



Accreditation

What is Accreditation?  

Accreditation indicates that the educational institution has conducted 
a self-evaluation of all of its programs and hosted a visiting 
committee to evaluate the institution in terms of its own stated 
educational goals and the seven Standards for Accreditation.



Accreditation

• What are the Standards for Accreditation?  

The Standards for Accreditation are a research-based set of practices 
and concepts that provide guidance to schools on all aspects of the 
education

Standards for Accreditation: Core Values and Beliefs, Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment, School Culture and 
Leadership, School Resources for Learning, and Community Resources for Learning



Accreditation

What does Accreditation mean?  

The awarding of accreditation signifies that the school has met the 
Standards for Accreditation at an acceptable level and is committed 
to both maintain those standards and to improve its educational 
program by implementing the recommendations of the visiting 
committee and the NEASC Commission.



What is the accreditation timeline for HVRHS?

Accreditation team visit: *Parents and community 

involved
2017 (spring anticipated)

Finish gathering evidence and write reports Fall 2016 – Spring 2017

Devote professional learning time for self-study 

and gathering of evidence (e.g. *parent survey)
Fall 2015 – Spring 2016

Faculty teams established – review standards Spring 2015

*Review core values and beliefs and learning 

expectations – revise as needed
Fall 2014

*Parents and community involvement 



Common Core State Standards (CCSS)

http://www.corestandards.org/

CCSS establish clear, consistent guidelines for what every student 
should know and be able to do in math and English language arts from 
kindergarten through 12th grade.

The CCSS focuses on developing the critical-thinking, problem-solving, 
and analytical skills students will need to be successful. The goal is to 
have HVRHS students be ready for success after high school - “college 
or career ready”.

http://www.corestandards.org/


Common Core Math Standards - Shifts

• Greater focus on fewer topics

• Coherence: Linking topics and thinking across grades

• Rigor: Pursue conceptual understanding, procedural skills and fluency, 
and application with equal intensity

Common Core Math: http://www.corestandards.org/Math/

http://www.corestandards.org/Math/


Common Core ELA Standards - Shifts

• Regular practice with complex texts and their academic language 

*focus: reading comprehension and a focus on academic vocabulary

• Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence from texts, both literary and 
informational

The CC-ELA emphasizes using evidence from texts to present careful analyses, 
well-defended claims, and clear information.

• Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction

* In grades 6-12, greater attention on the category of literary nonfiction. 

* In grades 6-12, the standards for literacy in history, science, and technical 
subjects ensure that students can independently build knowledge through 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

Common Core ELA:   http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/

