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21st Century Fund Launches Ingenuity Competition 
Another venue for HVRHS students to show their creativity and skill! 

The 21st Century Fund for HVRHS is launching an Annual Ingenuity Competition; this is an exciting 

opportunity for our students to do something noteworthy while being financially rewarded for their efforts. 
  

The competition will ask interested teams (three students per team) to envision design and execute cutting 

edge projects on specified areas of interest.  The teams will develop their innovative project proposals 

under the guidance of an adult mentor.  
 

A committee will then pick the winning proposal based on a rubric of criteria such as practicality of 

execution, potential impact on the issue, etc.  If the winning team satisfactorily executes their proposal, 

then each team member will be awarded $1,000 to use toward an enriching educational experience of their 

choice such as college, a workshop, camp, etc.  Satisfactory completion will be judged by quality of work 

rather than result outcome.  

For more information contact Dr. Martinez. 

 

Scientific Research-Based Instruction (SRBI) initiative   
The SRBI Committee and the Rounds Team are working to improve HVRHS’s process of 

identifying students in need of intervention and how the school works to help those students to be 

more successful.  If your student is struggling to understand academic concepts, organize work, or 

turn in assignment, they may benefit from the support available through this process. Please contact 

your student’s counselor with further questions, or if you would like to have your student supported 

through this process.   



Developmental Asset Surveys 
Every other year, HVRHS, in cooperation with the Housatonic Youth Service Bureau, administers the 

Developmental Assets Survey, a nationwide poll developed by the Search Institute that gathers 

information about student behavior, both within and outside of school. The DAS measures the number of 

positive supports - or assets - students have in their lives that promote healthy, safe behavior as well as the 

negative influences and choices that can lead them into difficulty. The survey gathers anonymous data to 

develop student profiles that help our school and HYSB design programs and services that shore up areas 

of need and address emerging concerns. Tenth and twelfth grade student will take the survey 

electronically on Monday, January 9 during Activity Block.  

 

Student-Led Personal Learning Portfolio Conferences 
By now most of you have attended the first round of Student Led Conferences.  We hope you were 

pleased with what you saw and heard.  The response we’ve received from students and teachers has 

been very positive.   

It has been helpful to look at a student's work alongside their grades and have a conversation about 

some of the qualities that pertain to multiple academic areas. For instance, one student with a record 

of high achievement arrived at some interesting conclusions about the importance of failure and 

persistence in her life. Another student who struggles in school realized the importance of making 

sound academic choices about his courses for next year that would prepare him for life after 

graduation. 
 

One student said his parents liked how he led the conference and was able to show them different 

pieces of work that he’d done in school. Another commented that working on their PLP has helped 

him become more aware of his work ethic. 
 

As is true of most new programs, there is much to be learned.  We encourage you to share your feedback 

and insights with your student’s coach; the more perspectives we have, the better we can tailor the 

program to our student body.    

 

Fall 2017 Academic Bowl Results 
The Housatonic Valley Regional High School academic bowl team recently finished 1st in 

Connecticut, first in New England, and 25th in the country in the fall 3-2-1 competition hosted by 

Questions Unlimited. This national online competition challenges students with questions from all 

academic disciplines. Housatonic's performance places it in the top 15% in the country. Bishop 

Kelley High School in Oklahoma was the national champion. 
 

Housatonic's team was comprised of seniors Abbey Hansell-Baumgarten, Connor Reid and Sara 

VanDeusen; junior Nicholas Suby-Brown; sophomores Victor Flores and Marijke Stiffler; and 

freshmen James Jimenez, Arieh Saed, and Shane Stampfle.  

 

FFA Holiday Sale 
The FFA/ Ag Education students would like to thank the community for their support during the 

FFA Holiday sales.  These funds help support the program, field trips, activities and student 

scholarship. Our FFA chapter also donates holiday items and trees to those in need and contributes 

financially to the 4 local food pantries in our region. 

 



Student Life at HVRHS 
Too Good Not to Share: HVRHS student, Julian W., went to Western Connecticut State University 

to record demos for his college applications and created superb audio mixes; he also recorded the 

demos with a camcorder. He then, under Mr. Krupa’s guidance, overdubbed the audio on his video.  

Julian has given us his permission to share the results.  It's worth mentioning Julian made Northern 

Regionals on Jazz bass this year. The Regional Jazz band is extremely selective; only 1 student in 

NW CT makes it on bass. 
 

Billie’s Bounce 

Caravan 

Barbara 

Ruby My Dear 

 
Environmental Science Class: Comparing age of death pre- & post-1900 

w/environmental degradation 

 

 
Art Classes at artgarage:  Students work w/professional printer 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgGQkeiuJLU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mop9srtl3ZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsSjUnn7LKw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyhWw_tr5ME


 

Almost 25% of 2016 Grads Returned to Share Their College Tales w/seniors 

  
 

January Calendar: 

1/13 Marking Period 2 Ends 

1/14 Envirothon Workshop 

1/16  Closed for Martin Luther King Day 

1/18 Exams for Marking Period 2 Begin 

1/18-20 Early Dismissals for Exams  

1/23 Exams for Marking Period 2 End 

Next Driving Class Starts 

1/24 Marking Period 3 Starts 

1/26 Late Opening for Students, school starts 9:50 AM 

1/26  Report Cards Go Home 

1/30 Distribution of Graduation and Class Ring Information 

 

Save the Dates 

3/11  Bee Symposium 

3/16-18 Housatonic Musical Theatre Society: The Drowsy Chaperone 

5/13  Junior Prom 

5/17 Ag Ed Open House and K-8 EXPO 

5/30  Civic Life Films at Noble Horizon 

6/12 Tentatively Last Day of School and Graduation 

 

 



Suggested Reading: 

 
Breaking a Vicious Cycle That Undermines Student Success 

https://www.edutopia.org/article/breaking-vicious-cycle-that-undermines-student-success-kathy-casale

